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LEWISBURG — A group of travelers known for scamming the elderly was spotted in Greenbrier County Monday, but according to Lewisburg Police Sgt. Dave
Howard, the problem has been “nipped in the bud” as the group left town to continue their way up the East Coast.

Howard said the group was originally from the North Augusta area of South Carolina, and their M.O. (modus operandi) was to find unsuspecting seniors by
approaching their homes and offering to pave their driveway for a discounted price. However, Howard said the group simply applies a layer of petroleum and
black paint that washes away after the first rain.

“So when this group makes that initial encounter, they usually tell the person or persons they have this leftover material and they will make you a really good deal.
They’ll say $600, $800 or $900, and they’ll do the work,” Howard explained.

“In the meantime, when they approach the senior for payment, they will say they need more than originally quoted. They usually have one or two big, buff guys
that will stand over the senior and pressure them for the payment, offering to take them to the bank and even getting extra funds for promising not to return.”

Howard said he discovered the group when responding to a malfunctioning fire alarm at a local motel.

“I noticed the vehicles backed in, I saw the evidence of the paint and the sealer, and when I saw the South Carolina plates, I checked the registration, called that
jurisdiction, and man, I hit the nail on the head,” Howard said.

“I knew that we needed to do something and do it quickly, and after talking with the captain of the North Augusta, S.C., area police, he said, ‘The best thing you
can do is help them out of town,’ and we did.

“When we made our first encounter we said, ‘Hey, we have talked to the jurisdiction where you are from, and I think it is in your best interests to move on.’” 

Howard said this has been a problem for many years, and even NBC’s Dateline has run specials to educate the public.

“They are also notorious for, while they have the homeowner at bay, finding access to the home and pilfering it for valuables — whatever they can grab and get,”
Howard said. “They can talk the talk and walk the walk. They wrote the book on this.

“I had the opportunity to stop in the Aiken/North Augusta area after working with the Aiken Sheriff’s Department, and these people live in gated communities,” he
added. “In some cases, when we get access to the vehicles, we will find extra license plates in there that they like to change because when they get into an
area, they like to keep a low profile. They often lack identification and have several aliases.”

Howard said the group encouraged to leave the area Monday was driving an early 2000 model green Dodge pickup with Ohio registration; a “rough looking”
silver and white 1995 Chevrolet pickup with a lot of black paint on it and a kerosene tank in the back with South Carolina tags; and a 2007 white Chevrolet
extended cab pickup with South Carolina tags.

“Do not engage in conversation,” Howard warns residents.

“You really do not want to engage in conversation with these people because they are very well articulated, and when they get a conversation going, it is very
hard to get away from them,” he said.

“I would encourage people in the reading area to find out how you can help them, ask for a business card, and when they don’t produce it, shut the door in their
face and don’t deal with them.

“We were prepared and are happy we were able to nip it in the bud and save both ourselves and our community a lot of heartache,” Howard added.

— E-mail: kvanpelt@register-herald.com

The Register-Herald, Beckley, West Virginia 801 N. Kanawha St., P.O. Box 2398, Beckley, WV, 25802

March 30, 2011

Senior Housing Locator
Free assistance finding Senior
Housing in your local area.
www.aplaceformom.com

Compare Silverado HD
Stronger, Sturdier, More Secure.
See the New 2011 Silverado
2500HD.
www.Chevrolet.com/SilveradoHD

Interested in Nursing?
Enhance Your Nursing Career and
Enhance Your Earning Potential.
online.SouthUniversity.edu/Nursing

5/4/2011 Traveling scammers target Greenbrier …

register-herald.com/…/Traveling-scam… 1/2



Blogger MySpace Digg

AIM Share Stumbleupon Messeng

Search for services View All  

Sign In       What are your friends sharing?

Share with Friends
Email Facebook Twitter Google Bu

Pr ivacy Policy | Opt-Out

5/4/2011 Traveling scammers target Greenbrier …

register-herald.com/…/Traveling-scam… 2/2


